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colonies of Bis days, His political caution, however, made
him envisage this as the ultimate- political goal to be reached
by stages, and even then he did not conceive of complete
severance of the British connection.
The second conclusion which could be drawn from his
economic analysis was that since the colonial system was
of advantage to the colonial power, and was conceived im
the interests of the economic structure which then prevailed
there could be no substantial modification of that system
until either the economic structure at home of the Colonial
Power underwent a change and colonialism ceased to be
of advantage to it, or alternatively until circumstances "were
created by the colony in which it was difficult for the colo-
nial power to continue to govern the colony. Romesh Dutt
did not fully accept this conclusion, and continued to be-
lieve that what he regarded as aberrations of the prevailing
system could be rectified through the working of the demo-
cratic processes in Britain. He was, therefore, concerned
with building up a strong public opinion in India and with
presenting this opinion adequately to the British public,
rather than with creating circumstances in India in which
colonial rule could cease to be worthwhile or of advantage
to the Colonial Power.
Great men, as ordinary people, are the products of the
environment and the influences in which they are born, they
live and they work. Their greatness lies in assimilating
these influences and cultural environments better than others,
in discerning their essence and in influencing their direction
for the benefit of society. Newton was a great scientist be-
cause he not only assimilated the science of his day, but
by his contribution gave it a direction which helped to push
it forward in the future generations. The stature of Newton
as a scientist does not suffer because he did not anticipate

